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Healthy Music Audiences: 
Music, Gender and Health 
Participant Consent Form (concert-goers)
You are being invited to take part in the Healthy Music Audiences research project. Before you decide it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve. Please take time to read the following information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish. Ask us/ me if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information. Take time to decide whether or not you wish to take part.’

About the project
Healthy Music Audiences is a six month research project that aims to understand audience experiences at live music events. The project focuses on what happens in the crowd. Recently there have been a number of media reports of groping, unwanted touching and sexual harassment. Yet, we don’t really know how common such incidents are or how they affect concert-goers. We want to speak to concert-goers who have experienced or witnessed such incidents so we can find out what the impacts are and what we can do to make gig going a healthier experience. 

You have been chosen because you have told us that you have previously experienced or witnessed groping, unwanted touching or sexual harassment at live music events. In total ten concert-goers will be recruited for the interviews. We will also be speaking to campaigning organisations, music promoters and venue staff.

What will happen if I decide to take part?
You will be invited to attend one 45 minute interview with Rosemary Hill, one of the primary investigators on the project. The interview could be in person or via online video conferencing software, such as Skype. During the interview you will be asked questions about your experiences as an audience member at gigs, concerts and other live music events. You are free to skip any questions that you do not want to answer. You may also stop the interview at any time. The interview will be recorded on a digital recorder and afterwards transferred onto the University system. The recording will only be used for analysis.

What are the possible disadvantages and risks of taking part?
The topic of the interviews may be quite emotional for some participants. We will do our best to ensure that the interviews will be as comfortable as possible. If you feel that the topic may be excessively upsetting for you, then we suggest you do not take part. Details of support organisations are on the last page of this form. 

What are the possible benefits of taking part?
There are no immediate benefits of taking part. The project aims to create guidance for venues and promoters to help prevent future incidents of groping, unwanted touching or sexual harassment at live music events. We hope that this will have broader benefits for concert-going in Leeds.





Do I have to take part? 
Taking part in the research is entirely voluntary and if you decide that you do not wish to participate then there will be no penalty or loss of benefits to which you might be entitled.  Similarly you may withdraw from the research at any time before the end of July 2018. You do not have to give a reason. If you do decide to take part you will be given this information sheet to keep and be asked to sign a consent form.

Will my taking part in this project be kept confidential?
We will keep all personal information relating to you confidential, although we may be required to report to relevant parties if you express the intent to harm yourself or others, or if you tell us about illegal activities committed by you.  Once the interview is complete, the recording will be transcribed by a company who have signed a confidentiality agreement (if you would rather we transcribed the interview please let us know). The recording will be held on the University system for no longer than is necessary to complete the transcription. At this point we will remove any personal identifying information from the transcript and give you a pseudonym (false name) so that you cannot be identified. 

What will happen to the results of the research project?
The data from all of the interviews will then be analysed by us. It may be used on our guidance for venues and promoters, in presentations, as part of blog posts, or in articles or books in which we share our findings. It will always be used anonymously – that is, it won’t be possible to identify you as the source of the data. 

Who is funding the project?
The project is being funded by Leeds Cultural Institute, part of University of Leeds. 

Further information
If you have any queries in relation to this project, please direct them to the Lead Researcher, Dr Rosemary Lucy Hill , School of Sociology and Social Policy, University of Leeds, on r.l.hill@leeds.ac.uk or 0113 343 9801. Alternatively you may contact Professor David Hesmondhalgh, School of Media and Communication, University of Leeds, on d.j.hesmondhalgh@leeds.ac.uk or 0113 343 30161. We are working in collaboration with Girl Gang Leeds and The Leeds Music Hub.

This study has been reviewed and given a favourable opinion by ESSL, Environment and LUBS (AREA) Faculty Research Ethics Committee, on 19/03/2018, ethics reference AREA 17-098.

Support
Support After Rape and Sexual Violence Leeds (SARSVL) is a support service for women and girls http://supportafterrapeleeds.org.uk/. Freephone: 0808 802 3344.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Victim Support provide support for survivors of sexual violence, including specialist support for male survivors https://www.victimsupport.org.uk/more-us/why-choose-us/specialist-services/sexual-violence-services. Freephone: 0808 168 9111

Thank you for taking the time to read through this information sheet. You will be given a copy of the information sheet and the consent form.



Consent to take part in Healthy Music Audiences

	
	Add your initials next to the statements you agree with 

	I confirm that I have read and understand the information sheet explaining the above research project and I have had the opportunity to ask questions about the project.
	

	I agree for the data collected from me to be stored and used in relevant future research in an anonymised form.
	

	I understand that relevant sections of the data collected during the study, may be looked at by auditors from the University of Leeds or from regulatory authorities where it is relevant to my taking part in this research. I give permission for these individuals to have access to my records.
	

	I agree to take part in the above research project and will inform the lead researcher should my contact details change during the project and, if necessary, afterwards.
	




	Name of participant
	

	Participant’s signature
	

	Date
	

	Name of lead researcher 
	

	Signature
	

	Date*
	



*To be signed and dated in the presence of the participant. 
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